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LOCAL PARTNERS INCLUDE POCUMTUCK VALLEY MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION                AND THE FRANKLIN COUNTY COLLABORATIVE FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced                that the U.S. Department of Education has awarded a $999,239 grant                to the Mohawk Trail Regional School District through the Teaching                American History Grants Program. The grant will fund the American                Centuries project, an elementary and secondary teacher professional                development program.

               Congressman Olver lobbied the Department of Education in support                of the grant application in what was a highly competitive process.                The Department of Education received 337 applications, but only                59 applicants received funding. A total of $50 million was awarded                nationwide.

               "It is critical that today's students have a thorough understanding                of American history, and that we provide teachers with the resources                they need to achieve that goal," Olver said. "This grant                will help the Mohawk Trail School District design a program that                lets teachers and students connect with our country's past."

               The American Centuries project will offer large group seminars for                teachers focusing on key themes of American History, and small group                training and support tailored to individual schools. The project                will also revise the history curriculum to meet new state education                standards, add teacher materials and classroom activities, with                supporting primary documents and artifacts, to the Museum's website                (www.memorialhall.mass.edu) and establish a permanent Teacher's                Center for American History at Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association                (PVMA).

               "The use of local resources and an emphasis on primary sources                make this a particularly compelling project. The Mohawk Trail School                District, Pocumtuck Valley Museum and Franklin County Collaborative                for Professional Development all deserve credit for putting together                a great proposal," Olver added. 

               225 teachers, teacher trainers, and district coordinators will participate                in seminars on major American history topics, as well as in small                group training at school sites. They will examine and analyze primary                documents and will integrate these documents and other historical                materials into their classroom instruction.

                For more information about the American Centuries project, contact                Timothy Neumann, Executive Director of PVMA, at (413) 774-7476.                
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